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In anslywing the characteristies of +he terrain in Baku in contemplation of pos-
gible construction programs in that city I think certain factors are imporiarc.
Any construetion project which involved excavation beneath the surface of the
greund in Beku would have nonsiderable complications., The ¢arth itseif is samv
and so oily and greasy that it would be difficult to work with and it weuld as:o
be dangerous due to the possibility of fire breaking cut. Added to this is ths
fact that there are numerous oil wells. scabtiteored over the city and a maze of pipe-
lines pass from these wells to the storage and vefining areas. These pipelires
‘would grestly complicate any large earth moving projests in downtown Balu.

] several friends who were i
frequently in and out of the city 3 . how.d have had fairly s
reliabie information regarding any large scale oongtruction enterprises. I heard

no news from these peocple concerning any’ avrtensive plans which would involve pro-
Jects such as a network of bomb-shelters, modernization of the city streetcar linz,
e subway, a rejuvenation c the clty sewerage system, ¢r any new buildings cr
ractories, Nor 4id I hear of any surveying that wight pave taken place in the

eity in preparation for a large consiruction project.

In 1950 a group of rosd-building and traffic engineews were sent to Baku, although
1 never heard why they were sent there. | the trenspes—
tation system was adequate, 2lthough inter—city road tramsportasion in the vizin~-
ity was bad. I would guees that these engineers went 1o Bake for the porpese of
improvizg the system of roads leading scuth into the Azerbaljax srea, Ther: wera
56 Testristed areas to myr knowlédge in downtoim.Baku.
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